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p o g l ą d y 

As in previous years, the European Economic Congress stood up 
to the most important dilemmas related to the development of 
the European Community and its economy. The message of the 
9th EEC, although coming in many voices, is unequivocal: When 

accepting differences, arguing about how and what should be 
changed and facing entirely new challenges, we cannot jeopardise 

the foundations of co-operation and the values that unite us. Let us 
think of ways to make better use of the European advantages.

A debate on a better future
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Let it be as it were – this wishful formula does not work 
in Europe any more. Political transformations inching 
towards populism, isolationism and economic protec-
tionism – they will still impact business conditions. 

The hard-to-predict set of Brexit’s consequences for econo-
mic exchange, the European labour market and finance, or the 
“Two-speed or multi-speed Europe” slogan all make us reflect 
on the integrity of the European Union today and tomorrow.

Irrespective of the lack of groundbreaking political decisions, 
there is a new context being attributed in Europe to such issues 
as migrations and the common labour market, accession to the 
common currency, or the future of the EU’s Cohesion Strategy.

This set of topics, the importance of which is absolute-
ly fundamental, constituted the thematic axis of the Con-
gress. The question about a  new vision of Europe opened 
the three-day debate, recurring in various versions, takes and 
approximations.

To connect, not to divide

Europe is uncertain of its future and it suffers from the con-
sequences of divisions and a crisis of confidence – this was 
the diagnosis presented by the first debaters of the Congress. 
However, as it was called for, the integrity of the common 
market must not be undermined; a clearly pro-European and 
market-oriented voice has accompanied the Congress since 
its inaugural session.

The first element to fall prey to the implementation of 
scenarios of dividing Europe would be the common free 

A debate on a better future

Dividing Europe will not solve any of its problems, 
but it will create new ones instead. Irrespective of 
disagreements, the European Union is the crucial 
context for building prosperity and development. 
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market that includes 500 million citizens – the instrument 
for building their prosperity and developing the economy. 
When searching for the new EU, we cannot ruin what we al-
ready have. We need co-operation and responsibility, as well 
as a  sense of subjectivity. Participation in the integration 
process requires one to sense they have an influence on the 
shape of the structure being created.

Europe must find an answer to the question of how it sho-
uld change and which of the simplified scenarios it should 
adopt, namely: the variant of retreat from integration, the 
variant of sticking to it (with modifications), or the variant of 
daringly deepening this process. The actual solution is likely 

to be hybrid. However, the EU has to demonstrate that it is 
able to solve the problems affecting its inhabitants – in or-
der to regain confidence.

What was pointed out as a source of hope, Europe recovers 
from crises even more integrated. In practical terms, integra-
tion includes development of infrastructure and related be-
nefits, which are noticeable for inhabitants and the economy.

Responsibility – this word kept recurring frequently in the 
debates on political and economic issues. It was emphasised 
that responsibility stems from the sense of subjectivity and 
influence on the common solutions being adopted. However, 
membership entails not only benefits, but also duties. Sha-
ring also the difficulties instead of only the fruits of success 
is difficult, but necessary and honest. Negation without offe-
ring an alternative leads to a political impasse and economic 
stagnation. 

‘We may argue, but we cannot be passive’ – these were 
the words of encouragement uttered from the rostrum of the 
Congress.

Humans and the market

‘Let us save capitalism from itself’ – this saying, which has 
become popular recently, has also become the starting point 
for some debates of the Congress that formed one of its ani-
mated subject areas. 

Corporate social responsibility – interpreted in a  new, 
‘post-crisis’ context – connected this subject area with the 
debates concerning humans as subjects of the contempora-
ry economy: The economy that utilises knowledge, requires 
high qualifications, depends on education and inflicts fast 
and deep changes in the life of entrepreneurs, employees 
and consumers.

As part of this wide subject area, the debaters were searching 
for an answer to the traditional question concerning the actual 
and practical dimension of corporate social responsibility, the 
social duties of the economy concerning the environment, he-
alth and values, and the currently desired role of the state as 
a regulator that stands between capital and an employee, or is 
responsible for the redistribution of national income.

The liberal economic doctrine faced harsh criticism after 
the recent crisis, the aftermath of which is still echoing 
across Europe. The entrepreneurs asked: However, if not the 
market and economic freedom, then what?

In a  large part, contemporary capitalism does not parti-
cipate in the discourse on the social role of the economy, 
ignoring issues that do not directly serve to maximise profit. 
Given the above, it is not surprising that there are symptoms 
of protesting against the existing order, taking the form of 
rebellions against globalism, corporations or capital being 
supported by governments, all of which is justified by con-
cerns for the destabilisation of markets. Spontaneous oppo-
sition becomes a ground for populism, which is reflected in 
many countries during elections.

Capitalism is imperfect, but no one has invented a better eco-
nomic system yet. In the absence of an alternative, we should 
find ways to eliminate its biggest faults. However, for the pur-
poses of implementing the concept of such a “repair”, we should 
first obtain consent of various social groups in this regard.

The moral rebuilding of the system is an arduous process, 
in which the element of crucial importance will be the role 
of the social economy, the non-governmental organisations 
sector, all forms of local government, and regulations con-
cerning the labour law, as well as labour security and health 
care. Another issue that cannot be overestimated is the role 
of clients, consumers and private investors, who shape the 
attitudes and strategies of enterprises and corporations by 
taking their everyday decisions in areas such as relations 
with the environment, labour and co-operation standards, 
investment methods and directions, transparency and 

Governments of the Member States attribute their 
success to their national policies, whereas they 

usually deem the European Union to be the reason 
for their fails. In fact, though, there is only one 

option worse for Europe than the existence of the EU 
– it is the lack of it.
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communication, or risk management.
The state should actively participate in the “re-

pair of capitalism”. It should implement its care pro-
vision functions in modern forms, adjusted to the 
degree of economic and social development, that is, 
less benefits and allowances, and more incentives to 
work, activation and self-improvement.

The state should weaken the entrepreneurs’ 
motivation to invest their profits in securities and 
treasury bonds, and create instead the stimuli to in-
vest in the real economy, as well as to create new 
jobs. Unfortunately, the lack of fiscal responsibility 
of some European governments is the reason why 
actually the opposite happens. Sometimes even the 
politicians themselves set a bad example of living 
beyond their means at the expense of future age 
groups and generations; they incur liabilities calcu-
lated for the situation in which prosperity is to last 
forever. 

The less stable the reality – the broadly defined 
economic environment – the stronger the tempta-
tion of risk-assuming economic activities (invest-
ment). Instability induces short-term activity, aimed 
at a quick profit and taking advantage of dramatic 
fluctuations. In this way, all of that escalates into 
a  vicious spiral of risk, unpredictability and chaos. 
The role of the state in this context is to stabilise 
the conditions for business, determine lasting legal 
framework, and refrain from imposing excessive tax 
burdens on labour – so as to encourage entrepre-
neurs to long-term and responsible investing.

more and more often, the labour market is gover-
ned by the phenomenon of qualifications departing 
from employers’ expectations, while, at the same 
time, one fourth of organisations employing over 
1 thousand workers experienced an outflow of em-
ployees at the level of over 20 per cent in 2016. En-
terprises struggle with the problem of retain deficit 
specialists, whereas graduates of the institutions of 
higher education unsuccessfully search for stable 
employment. There are certain enterprises that en-
joy permanent employment (they are often family 
businesses) – they prioritise their staff and treat 
them as the company’s key capital.

Another area of contradiction is the relations and 
mutual expectations between the generation of em-
ployers and their young employees. Areas subject to 
verification include recruitment models, performan-
ce of work, loyalty, motivation and remuneration, as 
well as the hierarchies of private and professional 
lives. 

Both employers and employees have to adapt to 
the new conditions. Dialogue and flexibility are re-
quired in order to determine new standards for sha-
ring profits, responsibility and commitment.

Energy and politics

The impact of climate policy on the condition of and 
prospects for the energy industry, as well as on the 
competitiveness of industry in general; European 
co-operation for solidarity, security and autonomy. 
These were the issues that the debate on energy, 
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divided into more than a dozen sessions and events, revolved 
around during the 9th European Economic Congress.

The climate policy of the European Union has long been 
a field of dispute and the still unattainable compromise. Du-
ring the sessions of the Congress on regulations and energy 
policy, the differences were not smoothed over. The debaters 
spoke openly about the role of coal in the energy industry – 
diminishing in Western Europe and stable in Poland. There 

was a recurrent call for taking into account the specific natu-
re of particular countries. one of the main dilemmas was as 
follows: How to reconcile the concern for the environment, 
which has become part of EU policy, with the pursuit of gre-
ater energy autonomy of Europe, based on the diversification 
of sources and directions of raw materials imports.

Speaking with the voice of the economic circles, who were 
present at the Congress as always, it was emphasised that 
there is a  need for greater flexibility in EU climate policy 
– following the example that had underlay the Paris Agre-
ement on climate of 2015. What raises these circles’ concern 
are the increasing EU ambitions concerning Co2 emissions 
reduction against what has been agreed as part of the conc-
lusion of the European Council in 2014.

There are currently no rationale for claims that the EU 
will fundamentally verify its climate and energy policy, and 
maintaining the prevailing role of coal in the structure of 
electricity generation can lead Poland to become isolated in 
combats concerning EU regulations.

Striving to reach a compromise, which is likely to be diffi-
cult, between the conventional (coal-based) energy industry 
on the one hand, and the preferred and promoted renewable 
sources on the other, has been deemed a necessity. The lack 
of such a  compromise would adversely affect both energy 
systems and economies that still depend on coal or focus on 
it, and it would have an equally adverse effect on the rene-
wable energy industry.

There were clearly stated reservations coming down to 
the statement that the member States are being forced to 
determine their objectives as regards RES, energy efficiency 
and greenhouse gases reduction in such a way which, in prin-
ciple, entails liabilities for the state, although the latter has 
not been stated explicitly.

meanwhile, the ways, manners and strategies to limit the 
impact of the economy and, in a broader sense, human ac-
tivity as well, on climate change and the condition of the 
environment can be multiple and it is not worth giving up on 
any of them as long as it turns out to be reasonable. 

The energy policy includes not only electricity, for gas is 
equally important. Moreover, in view of the environmental 

policy of the European Union, the ‘blue fuel’ can play an in-
creasingly important role. This is another area where co-ope-
ration is necessary.

However, the European energy co-operation is an attempt 
at reconciling conflicting interest, which has been stretched 
in time (and is not likely to change soon). Nonetheless, sin-
gular and proportional concessions mean common benefits. 
It is worth continuing the work on a consensus, for the better 
the co-operation in the area of energy, the greater the secu-
rity of supplies and the more favourable the prices, and thus, 
the greater the chance of increasing the competitiveness of 
industry.

An important element of co-operation in the field of ener-
gy and fuels is the development of infrastructure possibilities 
of gas imports and chances of its utilisation in the energy in-
dustry. These activities are not contrary to the development 
of the renewable energy industry. It is worth supporting the 
latter in its numerous natural varieties and technological va-
riants (that is, utilising not only wind power or solar power, 
but also biogas, as well as the one related to waste mana-
gement), in order to partially complement the costly gas im-
ports and consecutively modernise it and gradually withdraw 
from the intrusive coal-based energy industry.

renewable energy sources are becoming gradually che-
aper and taking this trend lightly would be a mistake; howe-
ver, the RES industry cannot be built without having a solid 
internal market first. What we need is consistency and long-
-term programmes that will demonstrate to investors that it 
is possible to focus on environmental protection – including 

air and water – while simultaneously striving to make the 
energy industry more diversified and more independent from 
imports of fuels. 

In accordance with the rules of solidarity, and endeavo-
uring to ensure energy security for the European Union, 
it would be appropriate to share innovations and results of 
research programmes. Such co-operation would bring bene-
fits to both the economy and consumers. 

decarbonisation, decentralisation and digitisation – these 
trends will shape the nearest future of the European energy 
industry. However, decarbonisation should not be construed 
exclusively as elimination of coal, but also as introduction of 
the “clean coal” technology, high-efficiency co-generation, or 
combating low-level emissions. 

In the context of regulations and new, cleaner technolo-
gies the topic of competitiveness of European industry reap-
peared during the Congress; operating under strong, double 

Will it be possible to enforce on 
a global scale the commitments 
under the climate agreement 
undertaken in Paris (2015)? 
From this point of view, as it was 
signalled during one of the debates, 
the current situation in the USA 
is a matter of particular concern. 

The participants debated on what is a matter  
of concern to European governments to a varying 

degree, that is, energy autonomy understood in 
different manners, the ways to diversify fuels 

supplies, and the declared and actual  
solidarity among EU countries.
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pressure (the escalating requirements concerning emissions 
and the increase in energy price they entail), European indu-
stry will gradually move out. This process, which is already 
taking place, will be unfavourable to the labour market and, 
at the same time, CO2 emissions on a global scale will incre-
ase because production outside Europe entails higher Co2 
emissions.

Investment and co-operation

The so-called Juncker’s Plan has been successful and it sho-
uld be extended because this financial instrument makes the 
multiplier effect work. Were it not for the European Fund for 
Strategic Investments, commonly referred to as the Juncker’s 
Plan, it would have been difficult to implement numerous 
long-term undertakings with increased risk rate.

After two years, the Juncker’s Plan has made it possible 
to generate new investments within the EU in the amount 
of approximately EUR  183.5 billion, with the objective set 
at EUR 315 billion; and the programme is now headed for 
achieving its intended objective.

According to the debaters, this is a  proof that multi-le-
vel co-operation can bear fruit in the form of investment 
success.

Common infrastructure projects are being implemen-
ted with difficulty in Europe, particularly among the new 
member States of the EU. The obstacles are different needs, 
experiences and standards of the investment organisation 
and investment management processes. moreover, they are 
usually accompanied by the problem of a lack of a common 
source of funding.

An example of efficient co-operation in the field of infra-
structure investments is the activity of directors who ma-
nage particular sections of the European TEn-T transport 
corridors. They initiate a number of actions, and the projects 
of subsequent sections of the infrastructure – aimed at eli-
minating particularly tight bottlenecks in the transport ne-
twork – are being submitted by governments to the agendas 
of investment projects. 

during the Congress, the debaters widely recommended 
new possibilities of financing investments, particularly wi-
thin the scope of energy efficiency, by way of public-private 
partnership. regulations and support systems they create 
can stimulate investment. The debaters called for dialogue 
between regulators and business, while reminding the par-
ticipants that regulations must be introduced in such a way 
as to prevent energy from becoming too costly – introducing 
regulations always entails interference in the free market, 
and this is something that regulators, beneficiaries and con-
sumers should bear in mind.

After two years, the Juncker’s Plan has made it 
possible to generate new investments within the 
EU in the amount of approximately EUR 183.5 
billion, and the programme is now headed for 
achieving its intended objective.
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The participants were also warned against multiple 
consequences of implementing large-scale infrastructure 
undertakings, which cannot be fully predicted, given the 
instability of today’s geopolitical reality. They can also en-
tail adverse consequences related to the fact that the scale 
of the projects changes the balance of power in the global 
economy, and this means that both its beneficiaries and op-
ponents are created in this way. At present, the key project 
should be expansion of land routes from China to Europe, 
namely the one leading through russia, as well as the one 
leading through Central Asian countries.

Digitisation of the economy – opportunities and risks

The existing drivers of economic growth are losing their 
importance; the future development model for Europe will 
be largely related to the economy based on knowledge and 
innovations. on the one hand, their vectors are young en-
terprises – start-ups; on the other, there are large corpora-
tions with research and development budgets, but they are 
reluctant to take risks and rather cautions when it comes to 
discovering new business lands. This year, these two sides of 
the modern economy met during the second edition of the 
European Start-up Days – an event accompanying the EEC 
– in order to seek agreement, synergy and possibilities of 
mutually beneficial co-operation.

The rapidly progressing digitisation of the entire economy, 
including its traditional branches, is a great opportunity, but 
it is not free from threats, risk and pitfalls. Information and 

Big data management, the Internet of Things, and digitisa-
tion in trade are challenges for business, administration and 
citizenship. 

These phenomena, which have already become part of Eu-
ropean reality, will progress – the pace of changes would in-
duce one to use the term ‘revolution’, but during the debates 
on the impact of technological development on the economy 
the term ‘evolution’ was rather used instead, while paying 
attention to the current progress, longevity and prevalence 
of this megatrend.

It is difficult today to provide an overall assessment of 
the possibilities that digitisation will bring to the organisa-
tion of sectors such as transport, the energy industry, tra-
de, financial services or the development of the smart city 
concept. What we know, however, is that the above areas of 
life have already taken the path of profound changes. Elec-
tromobility, together with its main component, that is, new 
possibilities of energy storage, will keep increasingly chan-
ging our everyday life, but it will also transform the energy 
and fuels sector, as well as the means of transport industry. 
robotics and automation will change the entire produc-
tion and, as a result, the labour market and education will 
change as well. ICT technologies will still continue to shape 
customer behaviour, but they will also shape relations wi-
thin production plants and enterprises, as well as business 
strategies employed by the latter. Generations brought up 
in the environment of advanced and omnipresent ICT tech-
nologies are different consumers and employees, different 

r E C o m m E n d A T I o n S
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systems and value hierarchies, as well as new ha-
bits and responses.

Business models of the digital age should take 
into account as crucial the changes taking place in 
human resources, so that enterprises would gain the 
skill of creating a strategy based on forecasts inste-
ad of archival data. Therefore, the resource of an en-
terprise that is to determine its competitiveness will 
be competence and creativity of the team. The most 
important question is not whether new technolo-
gies will replace people, but whether they will re-
quire new abilities and increase the value of labour.

After all, the aim of all these transformations will 
be humans, together with their needs, and making 
their lives easier. Producers of goods and service 
providers will keep increasingly shaping the range 
of their products and services as ‘meeting people’s 
needs’ instead of just manufacturing or providing. 
In the digital era, which is governed by omnipresent 
and lightning fast exchange of information, impres-
sions and opinions, one of the elements of economic 
strategies will be new product building models, for 
example ‘co-creation’, that is, inviting a customer to 
co-create the manufacturer’s range of products.

Working together on the same models and utili-
sing the same, constantly updated information on 
time and amount of costs and expenditures can be 
a way to shape relations (for example between an 
investor and a contractor) in the conditions of un-
derstanding and confidence.

However, technologies are also being used by pe-
ople whose aim is to destabilise the economy and 

throw it into chaos, or who use the technologies to 
violate the law. The dependence on technology, for 
example in the field of critical infrastructure, cau-
ses hitherto unknown threats to appear on a serious 
scale. As it was emphasised during the debates held 
in international circles, cybersecurity has no bor-
ders. ‘That is why it is necessary to have close co-
-operation between all countries and organisations 
concerned in this case.’

In the ‘new, digital world’, we will need new re-
gulations preventing cyberthreats, protecting the 
consumer’s privacy and rights in the circulation of 
information between enterprises, setting the stan-
dards for utilising drones or autonomous vehicles, 
and initiating the creation of infrastructure necessa-
ry for developing electromobility, for instance.

The role of regulators is clear here – it is to keep 
up with the development of technology by creating 
a  framework that ensures free competition. Cre-
ation of uniform principles (for example concerning 
data transmission) for the entire European market 
will not pose a problem to entrepreneurs. Quite the 
contrary – business does not like it when there are 
different principles in force in particular markets of 
the EU.

The key to the development of the digital economy  
in the European market is free data flow and uniform 
regulations for the entire European Union.
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Prof. Jerzy Buzek
Member of the European Parliament, 
former President of the European Par-
liament, and current Chairman of the 
Programme Board of the EEC

‘Here, at the European Economic Con-
gress, we have always posed difficult 
and controversial questions. It is here 
that we managed to find answers that 
had an impact on decisions taken in Eu-
rope afterwards. We were responding 
to threats, but we were also looking for 
opportunities.
We are not going to conceal it. greece and 
subsequent crises and turns of the tide 
concerned us, but they were still quite 
distant from us. Today, we are directly de-
aling with Brexit, and russia’s policy con-
stitutes a problem; troubles born many 
years ago have not been solved, and new 
challenges are increasing.’

Konrad Szymański
Secretary of State for European 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Poland

‘regardless of misunderstandings and 
tensions, the European Union creates for 
us the key context for building prosperi-
ty and development.’ In his opinion, the 
common market will be the first to fall 
prey to the implementation of any scena-
rio of dividing Europe. All ideas involving 
division of Europe are dangerous to  the 
common market that includes 500 million 
citizens. This is a powerful capital. We will 
persuade others and endeavour to draw 
the plans of EU reforms on the basis of 
keeping the common market intact. 
We will not solve any of Europe’s pro-
blems by dividing the EU. Europe is unsu-
re of its future, suffers the consequences 
of divisions and the crisis of confidence, 
but the integrity of the common market 
must not be undermined.
Poland is not concerned about its posi-
tion in Europe. We are concerned about 
Europe, the division of which will bring 
nothing and create new problems inste-
ad. The EU must demonstrate that it is 
able to solve the problems. However, it 
should be made clear at this point that 
responsibility derives from one’s sense 
of having an influence on the proposed 
solutions.’

Mikuláš Dzurinda
former Prime Minister of Slovakia, 
Chairman of the Board, Wilfried Mar-
tens Centre for European Studies

‘In order to be successful in keeping up 
with the western part of the continent, 
Central and Eastern Europe needs better 
co-operation. We have to be more united, 
and participate more consciously in the 
club we are members of. And this means 
both deriving profits and readiness for 
duties and burdens. It must not be the 
case that some countries of the European 
Union are fully aware of it, whereas some 
others are only trying to  cherry-pick, 
that is, to enjoy only the benefits of the 
Community. 
Should we not be able to also accept the 
duties attributable to us, we would not 
solve the increasingly urgent problems. 
Closer co-operation is particularly neces-
sary within the scope of foreign policy, 
security and defence.’

Andrius Kubilius
former Prime Minister of Lithuania

‘So far, Europe has recovered as even more 
integrated from each crisis. For lithuania, 
Europe is not only the single market, but 
also the foundation of our political secu-
rity. And this is precisely what we need in 
the first place: security, predictability and 
stability, where this problem concerns 
Europe as a whole, not only our region. 
A new aspect of this problem is even the 
refugee problem. In a longer term, our 
security will depend on many factors, in-
cluding the European Union’s ability to be 
a fully-fledged global player.’

Prince Michael von Liechtenstein*
Chairman of the Board, Geopolitical 
Information Service

‘There is no widespread support for 
free trade. Protectionism is more often 
expected by larger enterprises, whereas 
medium-sized ones are more inclined 
towards free trade, as they need space 
to develop. Enterprises that grow and 
are productive and competitive want to 
do business where there is a market and 
production capacity.’
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Mateusz Morawiecki
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Economic Development and Finan-
ce, Poland 

‘If we take a look at the last six to nine 
months from the point of view of pro-
spects for Polish GdP, we can see there 
is a very good year ahead of us, and the 
subsequent years will also be very good. 
And this should encourage investors. 
moreover, this is not the opinion of the 
Ministry of Finance or the Ministry of 
Economic Development, but of financial 
and analytical institutions that present 
estimates of Poland’s economic growth – 
all of them have considerably raised their 
forecasts over the last few months. While 
in october and november the outlook for 
GdP growth revolved around 2 per cent, 
today we can speak of as much as 3.5 or 
even 4 per cent of economic growth over 
the next 12–18 months. This is very good 
news! (…) We are not afraid of large-scale 
public investment – we want not only to 
catch up with the West, but also to sur-
pass it.’

Jan Fischer
former Prime Minister of the Czech 
Republic

‘Without a crystal ball, it is currently im-
possible to foresee the economic conse-
quences of Brexit. Opinions on this topic 
are extreme and they vary from the ones 
saying that practically nothing is going to 
change, to the ones that prophesy a total 
disaster. I do not like extremes, and one 
also should not forget that Brexit will af-
fect not only the sphere of the economy, 
as it is a purely geopolitical decision. Who 
knows, maybe it will lead to new syner-
gies in Europe and, paradoxically, it will 
become a new opportunity for Europe. 
For now, it can be seen that many British 
enterprises have lost their appetite on in-
vesting and generally adopted a strategy 
of caution. If a decision like this is made, 
it is impossible to preserve the full com-
mon market. However, the keyword here 
is responsibility, on the part of both poli-
ticians and citizens of the EU. For Europe, 
there is only one option worse than the 
existence of the European Union – it is 
the lack of it.’

Brunon Bartkiewicz
Chairman of the Board, ING Bank 
Śląski

‘As an entrepreneur, I have experienced 
a shortage of a vision and priorities for 
the economy for many years. At present, 
the government has started to define 
this framework. The area we operate in 
is becoming increasingly clear. The level 
of uncertainty and ambiguity is still high, 
but we have begun talking about the fu-
ture and priorities.
What worries me, however, are signals 
indicating that the state’s tasks in the 
economy will mainly be implemented by 
state-owned entities. I do not think this is 
the best idea. I do not know of any exam-
ples of economic systems in which such 
solutions would work well.

Katarzyna Zawodna
Business Unit President, Skanska 
Commercial Development Europe

‘Poland stands a chance of becoming 
one of the major beneficiaries of Bre-
xit. There is a wonderful prospect for us 
because quite a number of services mi-
ght be transferred to Poland. of course, 
the group of cities that will also benefit 
from Brexit includes Frankfurt, Paris or 
dublin. However, Poland does not aim at 
the front office sector. We are a comple-
mentary location and we stand a change 
of providing services for the middle office 
and back office sectors. 
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Žygimantas Vaičiūnas
Minister of Energy, Lithuania

‘Security of supplies, competitiveness 
and sustainable development are ele-
ments on which we have based our ener-
gy strategy. In the Baltic States, we focus 
on security of supplies of energy-produ-
cing raw materials and electricity becau-
se there has been a monopolist supplier 
there for years. For several years, Poland 
and Lithuania have had alternative gas 
supplies.
due to cross-border connections, we are 
able to lower the prices of electricity and 
gas, while simultaneously increasing the 
reliability of supplies.’

C o n c l u s i o n s  f o r  E u r o p e  2 0 1 7

Morten Helveg Petersen
Deputy Chairman, Committee on In-
dustry, Research and Energy (ITRE), 
European Parliament

‘Following the rules of solidarity and stri-
ving to ensure European Union’s energy 
security, we should share innovations 
and results of research and development 
programmes in order to develop start-ups 
and enterprises, but also in order to cre-
ate a cross-border co-operation platform 
in this field. This is one of the fundamen-
tal issues. 
So far, however, as soon as we reach issu-
es, the scope of which goes beyond the 
borders of the member States, problems 
appear right away. After all, such co-ope-
ration results in a number of benefits for 
enterprises, consumers and government 
institutions… on the forum of the Europe-
an Parliament, we strive to encourage the 
member States to break these barriers. 
We will succeed if we make a concerted 
effort and co-operate. Indeed, this is a po-
litical issue. This is because the member 
States claim as follows: ‘Yes, basically this 
idea is sensible, but they wash their hands 
away of it as soon as any specifics are to 
be discussed. Therefore, our political task 
it to convince them to take actual actions.’

Jos Delbeke
Director General for Climate Action, 
European Commission

‘When we talk about the Paris Agreement, 
one of the main opinions is a rather quite 
absurd charge that this agreement will 
kill the economy. This issue is being wi-
dely discussed, but I do not fully agree 
with it.
The EU ETS system is the key instrument 
of the EU in its fight for lowering the 
emissions of greenhouse gases – it inclu-
des about 11 thousand installations and 
constitutes a very important contribution 
to the emissions reduction. 
There cannot be any conflict between the 
climate policy and the coal policy. The-
se two elements of policy must be fully 
compatible with each other. Therefore, 
we call all the member States to create 
integrated systems for managing energy 
and climate issues, in order to be sure that 
there are no decisions being taken at any 
of the various sectors and various mini-
stries that would contradict one another.’
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Krzysztof Tchórzewski
Minister of Energy, Poland

‘EU’s announcements state that we will 
have coal-free energy industry in 2050 
Poland will surely fail to succeed in this 
regard. Engaging in an intensive effort, at 
a cost of about PlN 200 billion, we could 
lower the share of coal in the Polish ener-
gy industry to the level of 50  per cent, 
while keeping balanced development 
of the country, without zones of high 
unemployment.
Clean energy is a very important thing, 
and it is not that we, Poles, take this topic 
lightly. one should remember, however, 
that we live in a specific environment and 
it is more difficult for us to meet all the 
environmental requirements.’

Paweł Sałek
Deputy Minister of the Environment, 
Government Plenipotentiary for 
Climate Policy, Poland

‘The Paris Agreement states that Co2 
concentration in the atmosphere should 
be reduced, and this is not necessarily 
related to what the EU proposes, that is, 
‘exclusively including Co2 generated by 
industry’.
In Europe, we are unfortunately obse-
rving an increasing ambition compared to 
what has been agreed as part of European 
Council’s conclusions. In our opinion, this 
matter is somewhat dangerous because, 
according to our knowledge and calcu-
lations, the reduction goal in the EU ETS 
system rises from 43 per cent to the level 
of 54 per cent, for instance. This is pro-
bably not the best situation for the entire 
economy of the EU.
European Union’s climate ambitions in-
crease also in the non-ETS area. due to 
its specific nature, the Polish electricity 
generation sector needs more time for its 
transition to low-carbon economy than 
the goals presented by Brussels would 
suggest.’

E U r o P E A n  E C o n o m I C  C o n G r E S S  2 0 1 7

Christian Ehler
Member, Committee on Industry, Re-
search and Energy (ITRE), European 
Parliament

‘In the case of the EU  ETS system, we 
should think, first of all, about two issues: 
making that system sustainable, as well 
as making industry competitive. These 
are the elements that need to be taken 
into account and have to constitute the 
foundation of EU’s energy policy. on the 
other hand, when it comes to the deba-
te on the way the EU ETS system should 
operate, it has already been ended.
The Paris Agreement has brought in a 
rhetoric of sorts that transferred itself 
into the USA, but we will not see there 
anything we could really call a rebirth of 
the coal industry.’
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Piotr Woźniak
Chairman of the Board, Polskie Gór-
nictwo Naftowe i Gazownictwo

‘We are preparing all the time for acquisi-
tion into the deposits on the norwegian 
shelf; we are also taking Iran into consi-
deration. If there are certain possibilities 
there in 2017, we will definitely make use 
of them. Our company has quite high re-
quirements; we do not purchase anything 
without previous thorough examination, 
as it often entails long-term investment. 
We build our production deposits on the 
norwegian shelf for the purpose of im-
porting gas to Poland and thus at least 
partially counteract that huge power that 
Gazprom is building.’

Sanjay Samaddar
Chairman of the Board, ArcelorMit-
tal Poland

‘Such neighbouring countries as Ukraine 
or russia do not have to abide by EU regu-
lations and do not incur the costs that af-
flict enterprises in the EU Member States. 
We believe that the government should 
support the industries exposed to com-
petition of this type, in order to prevent 
transferring carbon dioxide emissions 
from one country to another.’

Maroš Šefčovič, 
Vice-President of the European 
Commission

‘The European Economic Congress is 
one of the proofs that Central Europe is 
undergoing excellent development. Its 
voice is being listened to in the EU. At 
present, approximately 70 per cent of gas 
supplies and 90 per cent of crude oil sup-
plies are imported, and this share is going 
to increase because internal production 
in the EU will decrease. Therefore, we will 
invest in renewable energy sources. We 
are reinforcing energy links within Euro-
pe and striving to decrease the number of 
countries that are dependent on a single 
fuels supplier.
We are aware of the fact that it is needed 
to take a co-ordinated approach (…), re-
ferring to both energy demand and chal-
lenges related to climate change. We will 
work on preparing the internal market 
to offer energy security guarantees to 
the citizens of Europe. We will strive to 
increase energy efficiency, grapple with 
climate change challenges, while streng-
thening competitiveness and innovation 
at the same time. (…)
We wish to propose in-depth, broad-ba-
sing reform of the energy sector – the 
largest one since the time when the fossil 
fuels-based system has been created. This 
package of changes will generate new 
jobs and be an impetus to GdP growth.
The transient period will be difficult. All 
changes being introduced must entail be-
nefits to  societies and take into account 
the needs of the citizens of countries, the 
economies of which largely depend on 
coal.
We have prepared a draft for a new as-
sistance initiative for coal-mining regions 
undergoing economic and social trans-
formation. We wish Silesia and lesser 
Poland (Małopolska) to  benefit from it. 
Wishing for the transformation of coal-
-mining regions to be fair, we have to en-
sure good treatment of the inhabitants of 
these regions.’

Henryk Baranowski
Chairman of the Board, PGE Polska 
Grupa Energetyczna 

‘We have to answer three questions: How 
much do we wish to spend on climate 
protection? How much do we wish do 
spend on energy security? What energy 
price are the Polish economy and consu-
mers able to accept? These are no easy 
questions. 
Some countries have already experienced 
or are currently experiencing the doubts 
and questions whether the balance of 
these issues has not been disturbed, or 
whether any of these points has not been 
accentuated too much.’
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Michael Gschnitzer
VP International Sales CEE, 
Kapsch TrafficCom

‘The problem of poor co-operation on the 
implementation of certain infrastructure 
projects pertains to Europe as a whole. 
We  have the enacted provisions of law, 
standardisation and procedures, and yet 
it turns out that the interests of parti-
cular European countries as regards the 
implementation of projects are often 
conflicting and come to a standstill. The 
problem of road toll collection system 
unification in Europe was given as an 
example. In spite of having a directive 
adopted on this matter and having the 
standards indicated, it still remains an 
idea, even though there are attempts at 
regional agreements in this regard.’

Tomislav Mihotić
Secretary of State, Ministry of the 
Sea, Transport and Infrastructure, 
Croatia

‘We have managed to construct a lar-
ge part of our transport infrastructure, 
especially roads, over 17 years prior to 
our accession to the European Union, 
which means it has been done without 
its financial support. We took out loans, 
including from the World Bank, and al-
though they were granted on favoura-
ble conditions, a big problem emerged. 
This year alone, Croatia has to repay 
and instalment and interest in the amo-
unt of EUR 1 billion. If we compared this 
amount to Croatia’s GdP, this is a heavy 
financial burden. In the subsequent pe-
riods, we expect to receive about EUR 2 
billion of EU assistance for developing 
our transport infrastructure.
The main objectives to be implemented 
include: modernisation of railway lines 
and their adaptation to train speeds of 
up to 170 km/h, electrification of tho-
se railway lines, and expansion of the 
airport in Zagreb. The expansions of 
seaports will be implemented in accor-
dance with the PPP formula.’

Hadley Dean
Chairman of the Board, Echo Polska 
Properties

‘We can see that Europe is striving to 
reunite, and if we take a look at Poland, 
it is an exceptionally attractive place for 
foreign investors. Why, therefore, should 
we not invest more in office buildings or 
shopping centres? Especially given that 
the long-term forecast for Poland appe-
ars to be better than the future of other 
countries.
Let us stop compare Poland to the Czech 
republic or Hungary, and let us look up 
to the West.’

Iwona Chojnowska-Haponik
Director, Foreign Investment Depart-
ment, Polish Information and Foreign 
Investment Agency

‘When we talk about a foreign invest-
ment, enterprises should carry out an 
in-depth analysis. It is worth knowing 
how to operate in a market of choice. The 
better the information, the less surprises 
there are, and the greater opportunity to 
become successful. our experiences have 
shown that not all enterprises expect 
support. Large corporations can fend for 
themselves. They have well-developed 
services at their disposal, who analyse the 
return on investment. After all, there is a 
tendency to move away from supporting 
large enterprises in the European Union. 
Things are different, however, with small 
and medium-sized enterprises – they co-
unt on our support and ask for it.’

Gérard Bourland
General Director, Veolia Group 
in Poland

‘The major obstacle to an investment 
being implemented by private enterpri-
ses is the constant political uncertainty 
in  many countries of Europe. The situ-
ation in France has not been stabilised 
yet. There are parliamentary elections of 
huge importance. 
The main problem resulting from uncerta-
inty is the necessity of taking difficult deci-
sions. What we decide on today will impact 
our operations in a few years’ time.
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d I G I T I S A T I o n ,  T E C H n o L o G I E S  A n d  I n n o v A T I o n S

Ralph Talmont
Innovation and Creativity Expert

‘The introduction of any technological so-
lution imaginable is only a matter of time 
and money. However, we should take 
a wider view of innovations. A real chan-
ge must take place at the level of staff 
management in enterprises and putting 
them on the track of looking for new so-
lutions and continuous learning. 
This is because business models that 
worked well yesterday may collapse over-
night in a time of galloping change due 
to technology. Creation and implementa-
tion of a strategy takes months, whereas 
technologies change overnight. There-
fore, people have to learn how to create 
strategies based on forecasts and not on 
archival data. This entails such issues as 
the necessity of shifting staff training 
from performing their everyday duties 
to inducing their creativity and looking 
for innovations and areas of change. This 
means a transformation of Hr depart-
ments into educational institutions.’

Gerard de Graaf
Director-General, Directorate-Gene-
ral for Communications Networks, 
Content and Technology (DG Con-
nect), European Commission

‘As far as the degree of digitisation of the 
economy is concerned, the EU as a whole 
is currently at an average level on a glo-
bal scale, but we have absolute world 
leaders among our members, first of all 
among the Scandinavian countries, who 
outrun even such countries as Japan. on 
the other hand, European outsiders are 
still lagging far behind in this race. There-
fore, it is of importance to us to bridge the 
gap, and that is why the countries falling 
behind in this regard have to move for-
ward even faster. Poland is ranked 23rd 
among 28 countries of the EU, so it has 
much to do.’

Jarosław Gowin
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of Science and Higher Education, 
Poland

‘A bridge between science and the econo-
my is currently being built. We have alre-
ady built a couple of solid spans. The act 
of innovation, effective from 1 January 
2017, is one of the most important ele-
ments that build new relations between 
institutions of higher education and the 
labour market. The act provides real tax 
relief to entrepreneurs who are involved 
in the research and development area, 
and who wish to manufacture innovative 
products. The act also contains a whole 
series of incentives for scientists, so that 
they can engage in co-operation with 
business.
The so-called second act on innovation, 
which provides further tax incentives to 
those who focus on innovations. The tax 
relief amount will be impressive; entre-
preneurs will be able to deduct every sin-
gle zloty invested in research and deve-
lopment from their tax, and in the case of 
research and development institutes this 
tax relief will amount to 150 per cent.’

David Harmon
Vice-President for Global Public 
Affairs, Huawei

‘Intentions resulting from the Industry 4.0 
programme require investment on the 
part of both the government and the pu-
blic sector. Increasing the investment in 
ICT development causes an increase of 
gDP by 1 per cent. ICT development ce-
ases to be the domain of one, highly spe-
cialised ministry that deals with scientific 
development because the technologies 
related to Industry 4.0 will actually affect 
various spheres of administration’s ope-
ration, for example transport, the energy 
industry or financial services.’
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Eugene Kandel
CEO, Start-Up Nation Central, Econo-
mic Advisor to the Prime Minister of 
the State of Israel

‘This is not a digital revolution, but rather 
evolution because it concerns manufac-
turing processes that have been known 
and developed for 25 years, which means 
they have already been highly optimised 
and efficient. Manufacturers are afra-
id that changing any element of such a 
process will lead to its subversion. The-
refore, innovations must include not only 
coming up with new processes, but also 
fitting them into the currently existing 
structures.’

E U r o P E A n  E C o n o m I C  C o n G r E S S  2 0 1 7

Preston McAfee
Chief Economist, Microsoft Corpo-
ration

‘Each new technology excludes people, 
for example the bulldozer has replaced 
a hundred workers equipped with sho-
vels. However, it has caused the need 
for employing a bulldozer operator, that 
is, a better skilled worker. Therefore, the 
most important question is not whether 
new technologies will replace people, 
but whether they will require new abili-
ties and increase the value of labour, or 
whether they will reduce the demand for 
skills and lead to a decrease in the value 
of work by facilitating the operations.’

Julianna Orbán Máté
Director, European Grouping of Terri-
torial Co-operation (EGTC) Via Car-
patia

‘Although 10 years have passed since 
Poland came forward with the via Car-
patia initiative, and in spite of meetings 
held at ministerial levels, as well as de-
spite the appointment of a cross-mini-
stry working group, the issues have pro-
gressed very little. Perhaps it is the lack 
of financing for this road that discoura-
ges people from co-operation. And yet it 
is EGTC’s very purpose to lobby for inc-
luding this route in the TEn-T network.’

S T A T E M E N T S  M A D E  A S  P A R T  O F  T H E  D E B A T E S  O N 
I n T E r n A T I o n A L  E C o n o m I C  C o - O P E R A T I O N :

Guo Peidong
Director General, CCPIT Office (China 
Council for the Promotion of International 
Trade) in Warsaw

‘It is true that China’s GdP is huge, but we also 
have 31 provinces, each of which can be on par 
with a European country in terms of size. These 
provinces also have their possibilities.’

Danny Zabusu Kambo
Group Head of Construction & Delivery, 
Rendeavour – Africa’s Urban Developer

‘We build new cities in Africa and we operate 
in five countries. It is a pity that there are not 
many Polish enterprises, as products made in 
Poland are excellent.’

Wojciech Fedko
Member of the Board, Polish Investment 
and Trade Agency (PAIH)

‘It is crucial to build in Poland the cultural, di-
plomatic and business awareness concerning 
Africa.’
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