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A Time of 
Great Change
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“Change”, “transformation” and “reform” were the words that set out the scope 
of debate at the 11th European Economic Congress (EEC) this year. They referred 
to issues such as the condition and the future of the European Union, the energy 
sector, industry and technology, but also the relationship between human activity 
on the one hand, and climate and the environment on the other, as well as the 
global economy and international trade.
The Congress defined the nature of these changes, identified their consequences 
and pointed out the relevant actions required on the part of decision-makers, 
societies and the business world.
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H ow should Europe and the EU change? In what direc-
tion should they go? How can they tackle their main 
problems and surmount the barriers to growth? What 
are the roots of the most serious threats today and 

how can they be neutralised?
As every year, the Congress agenda featured content that ad-

dressed the conditions necessary for the development of com-
panies, industries and countries. This time around, however, the 
development in question was described as sustainable, “green” 
or responsible. Participants were given ample leeway to discuss 
business and production models that pay heed to issues of the 
environment, climate change mitigation, and the future and the 
quality of life on Earth. In this way, the Congress responded to 

an obvious need already signalled at the end of 2018 at the EEC 
Green conference.

This theme went in tandem with another extremely vital topic 
addressed by the EEC, most often referred to as “energy sector 
transformation”. In fact, debates held under that banner covered 
an area much broader than the development of a single sector; 
they also addressed the growth of electromobility, the power mar-
ket, energy security, and the social and economic consequences of 
the rise of renewable and prosumer energy.

That the Congress is practical and useful to business and en-
trepreneurs was also evidenced by intense interest in such hotly 
debated economic issues as the situation on the labour market, 
new directions for exports and foreign company expansion, as well 
as emerging consumer trends that are beginning to transform the 
market, distribution and marketing models.

Europe at the crossroads

The EU requires a deep reform that goes beyond the horizon of the 
generation active in politics today.

The Congress identified an urgent need for a profound re-
form and described the current situation within the EU as an 
“experimental phase”, defined by a deficit of trust and mutual 

Want to reject investments that fail to meet 
European standards and still remain competitive in 
the external market? Not an easy task. The ability to 
cope with the thorniest issues is still an asset of the 
European Union.



5

T H E  E U R O P E A N  E CO N O M I C  CO N G R E S S  2 0 1 9

understanding, a weakened spirit of cooperation, a sense of loss 
and a search for a new (or perhaps the revival of the old) European 
identity. Participants debated the issues that beset the EU, but 
tried to shun the word “crisis”.

Many European economies are in good condition, but the fair 
macroeconomic situation does not directly translate into an im-
proved quality of life for the average citizen. Europeans are conte-
sting democratic institutions; they have lost their trust in elites, 
and the elites fail to grasp the way in which the policies they create 
are perceived.

Marginalisation, actual or perceived exclusion, and the rise of 
technologies that enable “fake politics” all lead to a sense of di-
sorientation and serve as grist for the mill of populist politicians.

The latter, however, ask questions, pose problems, but offer no 
solutions. Despite the deepening deficit of trust, the pushback 
against the elites and the scathing critique of certain decisions, 
Europeans still want the EU – there is no reason to panic. The 
easiest way to tackle anti-European populism would be to work to-
gether towards constructive, viable solutions in areas where their 
lack is particularly socially burdensome and unacceptable.

What this critique of injustice in the EU overlooks, however, 
is the obvious fact that the European Union is what we make it. 
An argument brought up during the Congress, for instance, men-
tioned the EU regulations that had been agreed on, but still not 
introduced by as many as 23 Member States. The countries in qu-
estion, interestingly, still want to influence the nature and direc-
tion of change within the EU. The principle that “all that’s bad 
comes from the EU, all that’s good comes from our country” is still 
going strong.

The unfinished project of the single market, a key resource for 
the building of common welfare, is yet another source of political 
infighting, generating a sense of inequality in the way that old and 
new Member States are being treated. Protectionism on the one 
hand, and the lack of solidarity on the other, are some of the most 
frequently-levelled charges.

The essence of change will lie in a revival of the norms and va-
lues on which the EU was originally founded, as enshrined in its 
treaties. These, above all, have to do with economic cooperation 
and the free market; it is all about building a Europe “better for 
Europeans” and creating the conditions for young people to achie-
ve their goals.

In the meantime, the European establishment largely tends to 
speak the language of 10-15 years ago, when the main challenge of 
the labour market was the right to an 8-hour work day. Presently, 
12 million EU citizens live in conditions of precarity, performing 
remote tasks for employers on the other side of the continent or 
in another time zone altogether, benefiting from greater freedom, 
but also shouldering all the consequences of instability. “What 
about their rights?”, European politicians asked, “We need to show 
we are there to protect this generation, because these people live 
in a completely different reality. We cannot change this, we cannot 
stop the future. What we need is new ideas”.

The situation in Europe was described as “fraught, dangerous, 
and risky”, because of the many simultaneous challenges that the 
continent struggles to cope with. The economy is affected by inter-
nal political upheavals, while many deep and rapid political, eco-
nomic and technological changes around the world mean that Eu-
rope today comes up against a tangle of threats and opportunities.

Some of these have to do with the digital transformation that 
is underway. Regrettably, Europe does not lead the fray in terms 
of tapping new opportunities. It is only together that we can and 
must establish our own standards for data and information access; 
if we fail to do so, our great data resources will benefit others. And 
this, after all, is a question of reaching new markets.

The main ingredients of the remedy needed by Europe inclu-
de political responsibility, social education, a rational use of new 
technologies, free market resources and European cooperation, as 

Europe should protect the precariat, 
a generation that lives in a completely 
different reality. We cannot change 
this, we cannot stop the future. What 
we need is new ideas.

Unlike the residents of global economic 
superpowers, Europeans take a rather dim view 
of change. They are easily wooed by promises 
that “things will go on as before”. Some are even 
beginning to speak of the terror of the status quo.
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well as building common security and a policy of bringing on bo-
ard all those who feel excluded.

A green megatrend

The ideas of sustainable development and its rapidly growing role 
in modern social and economic life were at the core of one of the 
broadest and most important debates of the Congress.

The debate covered issues of climate policy, but also more spe-
cialised topics related to the “green transformation” underway, 
such as the circular economy, construction ecotechnologies, and 
the struggle against smog and sustainable transport.

The climate crisis, as the phenomenon is already referred to not 
only by ecologists, is an extremely powerful impulse for change, 
but the change in question concerns a much broader spectrum of 
phenomena, a much greater scope of actions and omissions with 
respect to the future of our planet.

In order to build a “new economy” consistent with the principle 
of sustainable, responsible growth, we need to reshape our socie-
ties, mindsets, labour markets, as well as management and pro-
duction models. In this context, the call for a “fair transformation 
of individual sectors of the economy” seems particularly essential, 
if indeed difficult to flesh out and put into practice.

The EU climate policy will continue to evolve and add on new 
elements and contexts, but there is nothing to suggest that its 
fundamental objectives will ever change.

European officials gathered at the Congress emphatically un-
derscored that the ability to combine economic growth with re-
duced CO2 emissions would still play an important role in the 
future. For that reason, we need to boost our support for projects 
that develop and implement new European technologies designed 
to reduce the environmental footprint of production, lower the 
emission of noxious substances, and contribute to overall energy 
efficiency.

Informed by these very ideas, a new action plan for industry 
announced for the end of 2019 will provide a major response to 
the increasingly stringent climate policy targets of the European 
Union. Priority will be given to projects aimed at boosting the ef-
ficiency of the iron and steel, chemical and cement industries. In-
dustrial companies will also need to take a course for lower energy 
consumption, since the social environmental pressure that affects 
the market, business cooperation and consumer decisions today is 
likely to increase further in the future.

The Congress also suggested that we should improve the EU 
Emissions Trading System (EU ETS) and continue our efforts to 
introduce a similar solution on a broader, if not global, scale.

On the other hand, the problem of waste could be solved by in-
troducing a circular model. A debate on the circular economy, the 
Congress recognised, requires raising awareness on many levels, 
ranging from consumers, who need to curb their consumption and 
make informed choices, to the industry as such, which must imple-
ment its principles right from the product design stage.

In order to close the loop of plastic waste over a large economic 
cycle, however, we need regulations and money, as business repre-
sentatives cogently observed. The creation of an efficient system po-
ses a serious challenge for entrepreneurs, producers and regulators 
alike.

Today, the automotive industry may serve as an important be-
acon of this “green transformation”; the mechanisms it has imple-
mented are likely to be transplanted into other industries.

The automotive industry has concentrated all its efforts on re-
ducing CO2 emissions. This goal is to be achieved by vehicle elec-
trification – nearly all manufacturers today have vehicles with at 
least hybrid drivetrains in their portfolio. Artificial intelligence 
and autonomous vehicles have also made great strides, which illu-
strates a growing tendency to support sustainable production with 
cutting-edge technology.

The situation in the automotive industry also encourages bro-
ader questions about the economy at large, which needs to rise to 

In order to build a “new economy” consistent with 
the principle of sustainable, responsible growth, 
we need to reshape our societies, mindsets, labour 
markets, as well as management and production 
models.

The EU climate policy will continue 
to evolve and add on new elements 
and contexts, but there is nothing to 
suggest that its fundamental objectives 
will ever change.
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Artificial intelligence will help tame the elemental 
force of data in order to make sure that it serves 
mankind and, subject to regulation, fuels growth.

the challenges of the green transformation. What role should be 
played by regulations? What areas should be left up to the market 
so that free competition is not affected? After all, as they grow 
more aware and responsible, customers themselves will compel 
manufacturers (not only of vehicles) to use solutions in tune with 
the trend for sustainable growth.

Technology, economy, freedom

A powerful global trend, digitisation has altered not only our 
production models, but also our distribution of commodities and 
trade; in short, it has reshaped human relationships. The fourth 
industrial revolution soon ceased to be a mere media buzzword; 
company management boards across the globe are beginning to 
catch on to the fact that the way business is done has changed 
irreversibly.

Europe has participated in this process, but it is not a global 
leader in digital transformation. The European standard of data 
handling, closely linked to the idea of privacy, security and human 
rights, diverges widely from the models in force in the US or China. 
In the meantime, it is the very ability to access and use data that 
lies at the core of digitisation and forms an increasingly impor-
tant, if not decisive, asset in the global economic race.

Asian manufacturers, who do not need to consider ethical issu-
es, are better positioned to tailor their apps to their users’ needs, 
as they already “know everything about them”.

This is why Europe must hold an urgent debate on the way in 
which its citizens’ data can be effectively protected. For obvious 
reasons, it would be better to create our own standards of data 
use rather than “hand over” enormous volumes of information to 
global technology tycoons that compete with Europe.

The crux of the debate rests on how to balance data sharing 
with data security and the awareness of how it is used. Data is 
the currency of today’s economy and its unregulated use poses a 
number of threats. Under the conditions of the digital revolution, 
we must know to whom we entrust our data and to what end, with 
what consequences it is employed.

We need control mechanisms that would not block economic in-
itiative, stunt growth or hinder the market. We need a digital busi-
ness model that would not infringe upon human rights or violate 
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privacy. Hammered out during the Congress, this formula poses a 
pressing challenge for entrepreneurs and managers, regulators, so-
cieties, and their leaders, as well as the entire educational system.

IT professionals and digital economy managers emphasised 
that IT did not exist for its own benefit alone; it could and should 
serve the people, by also creating the mechanisms for self-control.

AI-based data processing, filtering and checking solutions may 
help tame the elemental force of data, prevent its use with de-
structive intent, facilitate a fairer distribution of its benefits and 
thus protect the subjecthood of man in a world of advanced, often 
addictive and “predatory” technologies.

AI tools should be harnessed to reverse the adverse consequen-
ces of technological progress, especially climate change. Without 
digitisation, there is little hope, for instance, that the ideas of the 
circular economy can ever be put into practice.

On the other hand, the Congress also brought up examples of 
technologies in need of a regulatory environment, solutions that 
require freedom and stability in order to unveil their hitherto 
unknown potential and find useful and economically beneficial 
applications.

Blockchain is a good case in point insofar as it is an extremely 
young tool. It is the fast implementation of such new inventions 
that can bring the greatest competitive advantage. However, if the 
regulatory environment does not take that into account, even the 
brightest people, no matter the capital behind them, will achieve 
nothing.

Owing to new technologies, the world of commerce has been 
changing right before our eyes at lightning speed. Portfolio cu-
stomisation, Big Data, combining online and offline sales – these 
are just some of the strategies used by retailers who want to make 
sure they do not fall behind. It will not be long before retail chains 
as we know them disappear altogether, leaving the market to those 
effective enough to create a network of cooperation with providers 
and companies that implement digital technologies.

This area, too, plainly shows that technological phenomena 
are inextricably linked to major changes in mindset and social 
transformation. In the past two years, commerce has changed 
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The law always fails to catch up with technology, 
it is bound to lag one step behind. But universal 
principles must be introduced to make sure that 
technology serves mankind.
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more than over the past twenty. It has changed not only because 
of new technological opportunities, but also because customers 
themselves have been evolving and technologies only accelerate 
the process. Conscious and active, eager to shape their own selves 
and their lifestyles, but also increasingly critical and responsible, 
the consumers of the 21st century present business with a truly 
interesting challenge.

Robots? Not so scary

Automation and robotisation processes have already been underway 
for years; today, they have an ever growing impact on the labour 
market, education and the way we do business. However, they need 
to be understood in a much broader sense than just the installation 
of robotic arms in factories. Owing to the development of AI algo-
rithms, the phenomenon applies to practically all fields where elec-
tronic devices are used. The range of applications for AI algorithms 
and their level of advancement continues to grow. Many solutions 
are now ready to use and only await practical implementation.

The solutions available today cannot hold a candle to the pro-
wess of the human mind, but they have already begun to change 
the labour market; 60% of the existing occupations are predicted 
to disappear within the next 20 years. This represents a challenge 

for the educational system, for companies, and for the organisa-
tion of societies at large. However, new occupations are also emer-
ging and the work quality is on the rise. More often than not, what 
is needed is cooperation rather than competition between man 
and machine. The ultimate goal is not to replace workers, but to 
support them and boost their potential. This is how experts that 
construct or implement robots in their own companies envision 
their future role. This cooperation should be looked at above all 
from the perspective of human security.

People whose jobs involve creativity or require empathy have 
nothing to fear. However, we must all gear up for the challenge 
of increased competition, lifelong learning and the readiness to 
retrain ourselves in response to current needs.

Digitisation, the 4th industrial revolution and industry 4.0 are 
the three catchwords with one thing in common: the phenomena 
they describe involve a complete overhaul of the human role in 
production. Large European companies already know that in order 
to ensure progress, staff must be given the time and the tools to 
work on new solutions.

What we need is a cultural change. Until now, German engine-
ers, reputed to always aim for perfection, never imagined they co-
uld co-create the product together with the customer. Today, this 
is changing because of education. Excellence in all processes, not 
just in the final product – this is what makes one truly competitive.

Today, staff is required to adjust to changes that happen faster 
than ever before; industry 4.0 bosses have to lead a completely 
different type of organisation.

Managers must know not only how to manage the phasing out of 
certain technologies, but also how to deal with issues that inevita-
bly crop up when their staff needs to be retrained.

Until recently, planning has been done in annual cycles. At pre-
sent, it is scrapped altogether or done on a monthly basis, because 
that is the longest time horizon that can still be predicted.

Energy in the phase of transformation

Another powerful trend that definitely goes beyond the borders of 
Europe and attracted the attention of Congress participants had to 
do with changes in the world of technology. In particular, the debate 
focused on the transformation of the energy and fuel sector.

It has been set out by phenomena such as the expansion of in-
creasingly widespread and effective renewable energy, new stora-
ge solutions, the use of automation and digital technologies for 
better energy and fuel resource management, dispersed genera-
tion, and the growing role of prosumers and electromobility.

The most important factor that helped contextualise the deba-
tes concerned the European and global struggle against climate 

Traditional industry sectors, still important 
to many European economies, need to bet on 
digitisation because digital tools connect you to the 
environment and enable a more effective, cleaner 
production.

Renewable energy sources in the system need 
to be supported and stabilised. By gas? Coal? 
Energy storage? Answers are often dictated by the 
particularistic interests of different countries and 
economies.



C o n c l u s i o n s  f o r  E u r o p e  2 0 1 9

10

T H E  E U R O P E A N  E CO N O M I C  CO N G R E S S  2 0 1 9

change. The Congress reiterated that climate policy should be a 
concern for the whole world; in the meantime, while the industria-
lised countries of Europe gradually abandon coal use and produc-
tion, Asia has been witnessing a boom in the coal market. Today, 
China and India use four times more coal than the US and the EU 
combined. Japan has also increased its consumption. A question 
therefore arises: so what if the EU reduces its CO2 emissions, if 
they still continue to grow globally?

Panellists emphasised that we need adopt a long-term policy 
to support energy transformation and guarantee stable regula-
tions. Such a policy should be informed, above all, by the growing 
importance of renewable resources and a shift toward dispersed 
generation models. In the opinion of the business world, this is 
the prerequisite that needs to be met if the transformation of the 
energy system is to respect economic rationality.

In the throes of a deep transformation, important for the econo-
my and subject to political pressure at the European and domestic 
level, what the energy sector needs above all is a stable regulatory 
environment. “Investors like predictability”, emphasised business 
representatives. And predictability is a resource in extremely low 
supply nowadays. Frequent changes in regulations exacerbate in-
stability; there is no coordination between the escalating demands 
of EU emission targets and the rickety domestic support systems 
for renewable energy. All this creates a bleak landscape of uncer-
tainty that deters any long-term measures, so urgently needed in 
the energy sector.

Any domestic energy policy within the EU must take account of 
the speed of the ongoing shift to green energy. These phenomena 
have been occurring at a much faster rate than our forecasts pre-
dicted several years ago. We cannot afford to sleep through this 
transformation, because that would backfire. The transformation, 
however, poses immense challenges, also for the distribution sec-
tor and infrastructure owners. Adapting to these new demands re-
quires investments. The key issue is who should foot the bill and 
how to distribute the costs.

The growing acceptance of these burdens in wealthy societies 
has clashed with the need for relatively cheap and accessible ener-
gy, harvested from whatever source, in developing countries. These 
global contrasts call for solidarity and drive home the need for 
a permanent implementation framework to ensure a “fair energy 
transformation”.

Cooperation amidst wars

The global trade system has come under strong pressure from the 
unpredictability caused by global politics. Competition between 
different systems has pushed it to the brink of a trade war, which 
stands in stark contradiction to the idea of eliminating barriers that 
is so central to European economic policy.

A spate of changes related to global migration, a dynamic situ-
ation in many regions of the world and the deepening disparities 
in growth do not promote the building of alliances and developing 
international economic relations.

Confrontational tactics and attempts at blocking competition 
may at best only bring provisional benefits. In the long term, they 
will have an adverse impact.

That there is no future for harmful politics was a theme discus-
sed during international cooperation forums that once again for-
med an important segment of the Congress.

This year, the forums focused their attention on the opportu-
nities for cooperation with ASEAN member states and Mexico; 
Africa also continues to be an important partner. New logistics 
and transport capabilities favour increased trade between Europe 
and China, but in the light of the alliances, tensions and unpredic-
tability of the US policy, greater importance should be afforded to 
security concerns.

Any European economic presence in Africa, on the other hand, 
emphasised at the Congress, must entail an important component 

Digital technologies have already been changing the 
market, marketing, customer behaviour, distribution 
models and supply chains.

The growing CO2 emission fees should not come 
as a surprise. The increase in cost is a permanent 
phenomenon. Abandoned business models will 
become profitable.
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of corporate responsibility, partnership and cooperation. European 
and Polish companies have amassed a vast store of experience on 
the continent, but the potential of Africa as a market continues 
to be immense.

The common denominator of all the debates devoted to eco-
nomic cooperation between various regions of the world at the 
Congress was the growing role of politics. In Asian and African 
markets, it is indispensable on many levels: from eliminating 
formal barriers and tariffs, through financial, safeguarding and 
competence-based support to exporters, all the way to creating an 
auspicious political climate for trade relations.

Necessary as it is for expansion strategies to succeed, the know-
ledge of foreign markets is important not only for economic re-
asons. Mutual contacts, learning about and accepting diversity, 
and the ability to harmonise radically distinct cultural codes are 
some of the conditions for co-existence in our shrinking world that 
go beyond the narrow domains of business and trade.

Such are the ambitions of the European Economic Congress. 
Organised primarily for the world of entrepreneurship and the 
economy, the Congress focuses on themes of key importance for 
business life, tackling politics, social and ethical issues, as well 
as science. This makes its answers to the dilemmas of the future 
world, ridden with disparity, fear, and uncertainty, all the more 
complete.

The text relies on the reports and statements by Congress partici-

pants prepared and recorded by members of the reporting teams of me-

dia outlets managed by the PTWP Group during, after, and in relation 

to the European Economic Congress (Katowice, 13-15 May 2019). Written 

by: Oskar Filipowicz and Jacek Ziarno.

The only response to cyberthreats 
is education. If we do not have good 
schools that teach critical thinking, the 
Internet will fall into the hands of those 
who want to lie and exploit others.
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N E W  E U R O P E .  W H AT  K I N D  O F  E U R O P E ?

Luca Jahier,
President of the European Economic  

and Social Committee

“We need to enter a period of new European 
Renaissance and ask questions about our 
identity. We are living in an era of profound 
change that is resulting in the ‘fragmenta-
tion’ of the world and the economy.

Today, Europe is not poorer than yester-
day; that’s not true, even though some pe-
ople feel that way. Fair distribution of the 
fruits of growth has become more difficult, 
new peripheries have sprung up – today, it 
is much harder to make sure that everyone 
takes part in decision-making.

Direct democracy, however, is not a re-
medy for the lack of participation. On the 
contrary, it serves as grist for the mill of 
populism. Fundamental issues cannot be 
settled with a simple vote between ‘yes’ 
and ‘no’”.

Jiří Schneider,
Executive Director at Aspen Institute 

Central Europe

“The European Union was once a model for 
everyone to follow, but the policy of the US 
and the growing role of China have made it 
lose its power.”

Lord Martin Callanan, 
Minister of State at the Department for 

Exiting the European Union, the UK

“We’ve always supported free trade and tha-
t’s not going to change. The EU will conti-
nue to be the most important trade partner 
for the United Kingdom. We want to leave 
the European Union, not to sign out of Eu-
rope. Economically, we will still be a Euro-
pean country.”

Iveta Radičová,
Prime Minister of Slovakia 2010-2012

“Many European countries fare very well 
economically, but the good macroecono-
mic situation does not translate into an 
improved quality of life for many citizens. 
Europeans declare their support for the de-
mocratic order, but at the same time push 
back against democratic institutions. This 
is because many are not included in the cur-
rent of change; some groups are definitely 
pushed to the margins. This engenders a 
sense of disorientation and sparks emotion, 
which is something that populist politi-
cians capitalise on.

The three main challenges we need to 
face today are climate change, demographic 
problems along with failed intergeneratio-
nal solidarity, and the digital revolution, 
which represents an opportunity, but also a 
threat that we might get lost in the barrage 
of information.”

Konrad Szymański,
Secretary of State for European Affairs, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Poland

“The key question is whether Europe is 
ready for change. In my opinion, that re-
adiness still needs to be built. We must 
consider a deep, treaty-based reform all the 
while we tackle current issues.

A prerequisite for a new European con-
sensus is that we put our toxic arguments 
to rest and instead focus on what we have in 
common, on what we do right: on the great 
potential of the free market, especially the 
so-called service directive, on our common 
(not just domestic) security, and on the re-
solution of migrational and border tensions 
(...).

It strikes me as a paradox that it is Po-
land and Central Europe that are coming 
up with constructive proposals today, sup-
porting a large EU budget, a genuinely free 
market and further EU expansion.”
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Günther Oettinger,
EU Commissioner for Budget  

and Human Resources

“The situation in the EU has improved sin-
ce the beginning of the decade, but we are 
facing new problems, such as the threat of 
stagnation and recession. Many countries 
still enjoy bright prospects for growth, 
but are affected by the global competition 
between rival systems and the unpredicta-
bility of the US policy. Europe must avoid 
taking the “middle” position, between the 
US and Asia.

We also need to give some thought to 
the way in which the situation can be sta-
bilised, and how we can act together. As 
long as our neighbours are unstable, we can 
export stability by funding projects in the 
Middle East, the Balkans, or Eastern Euro-
pe, and thus increase the security and effec-
tiveness of the external EU borders, while 
ensuring free movement within them.”

Jadwiga Emilewicz,
Minister of Entrepreneurship  

and Technology, Poland

“In light of the rivalry between the US and 
China, the EU needs a profound reform that 
goes beyond the horizon of our generation. 
Driven by a crisis of self-confidence, Europe 
needs to renew the norms and values ensh-
rined in its treaties.

Some elites fail to grasp why, for in-
stance, we are witnessing the yellow vests 
protests in France or similar movements in 
Italy or Spain. They don’t understand how 
the policies they create are perceived.

We need to create the conditions to se-
cure our position as a global leader. The EU 
must continue to lead the fray in industrial 
revolution. It needs geopolitical security. 
It must be prosocial and civic, striving to 
eliminate all exclusions. The free market is 
the mainspring of our growth: if we compe-
te internally, everyone will lose out.”

Ana Palacio,
former Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs

“We are at a crossroads, facing various chal-
lenges. These include a tense economic si-
tuation, Chinese expansion and Brexit. Add 
to that the deepening social crisis within 
the EU and the political upheavals that 
threaten to undermine its founding princi-
ples enshrined in the Treaty.”

Christine Bosse
from the European Council  

on Foreign Affairs

“We are seeing forces emerge within the 
EU that wish to create a completely diffe-
rent body (or the European Parliament). 
And this is what I fear the most: that the-
re will be groups with a sole purpose in 
mind: to convince people that nothing will 
ever change, nothing will happen. What we 
need now is many solutions in areas such 
as taxes, climate, clean air, refugees. We are 
afraid that the Parliament will be blocked.”
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S U S TA I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T

Mirosław Proppe,
President of WWF Poland

“Today, climate crisis is an important pivot, 
an impulse for change. We must tap into 
this phenomenon to build a new economy, 
a new society. This will pay off economical-
ly. Of course, many question marks remain, 
such as the issue of energy storage or elec-
tric car infrastructure, but we must conti-
nue to strive for a fair transformation of the 
individual sectors in the economy.”

Dominique Ristori,
Director-General for Energy within the 

European Commission

“Our goal is to improve the performance 
of the EU Emissions Trading System and 
continue our efforts to introduce a similar 
solution on a broader scale. In light of the 
position taken by countries such as the US, 
Brazil or Russia, however, I don’t think the 
system could be accepted worldwide.

The ability to combine economic growth 
with reduced emissions will continue to 
play an important role. For that reason, 
we need to boost our support for projects 
that develop and implement new European 
technologies.

The new action plan for industry an-
nounced for the end of 2019 will provide 
a response to the more stringent new EU 
climate policy targets. I believe we will be 
able to support some chief industrial pro-
jects, notably those aimed at boosting the 
efficiency of the iron and steel, chemical, 
and cement or aluminium industries, and 
thus helping them cut their emissions (...).

We need a clear vision, a strategy for the 
future. The situation in Poland is different 
than in other countries. The important 
thing is to help countries like Poland in 
this transition, not only in matters of clean 
energy, but also fair transformation.”

Brunon Bartkiewicz,
President of ING Bank Śląski

“We must join forces to start building elec-
tromobility infrastructure or keep wonde-
ring what comes first: the chicken or the 
egg. And the truth is we simply need both.

Any new domain, including electromobi-
lity, requires a certain period of incubation. 
Forces must emerge to prop up its growth. 
On the one hand, we already need to impro-
ve the economic calculation (i.e. the pro-
fitability of buying electric cars – editor’s 
note) today, and on the other, there is no 
doubt that technological progress will shift 
the break-even point quite considerably. 
For it to shift, however, we need to build the 
necessary infrastructure, such as the “char-
ging poles”... We are planning to expand our 
pilot electric car sharing project, because 
we consider car sharing to be the new for-
mula for urban and suburban mobility, but 
also believe it will make it easier to bring 
electromobility into the daily lives of indi-
vidual consumers and businesses.”
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Krzysztof Pawiński,
CEO of Maspex Group

“Multiple-use, recyclable plastic is an 
excellent material that is acceptable to 
consumers. Let us not wage a war on pla-
stic. Let us close its loop and enjoy its use-
fulness. To do so in a large economic cycle, 
however, we need money and regulations, 
because the issue will not solve itself on 
its own. As an industry, we are not trying 
to shirk the responsibility, we just need an 
effective system.”

S U S TA I N A B L E  D E V E L O P M E N T

Marcin Korolec,
Minister of the Environment in 2011-2013, 

CEO of the Electric Vehicles Promotion 

Foundation

“We are on the cusp of a breakthrough. 
Today, an electric car has a range of aro-
und 200km and costs approximately PLN 
150,000 to PLN160,000. Next year, the fi-
gure is likely to equal 450-500km at a cost 
of just PLN 120,000 to PLN 130,000. And 
the parameters will continue to improve.

We must consider how to take electric 
cars out of the exclusive province of the 
upper middle class, people with their own 
driveways, luxury apartments and garage 
spaces, and bring them into broader use 
by providing universal access to charging 
services. We need governments, local go-
vernments, and business people to put 
their heads together and consider how to 
make electric cars readily available to nor-
mal users.”



16

C o n c l u s i o n s  f o r  E u r o p e  2 0 1 9

D I G I T I S AT I O N ,  N E W  T E C H N O L O G I E S

Łukasz Petrus,
President of the Management Board,  

PGO S.A.

“Reindustrialisation and digitisation are 
the next step in economic growth. Reindu-
strialisation, for me, equals innovation. In 
Poland, we have a long industrial tradition, 
an experienced workforce and many good 
engineers.

European industry is not lazy. Those who 
were idle are now long gone. Today, we bet 
on energy efficiency; we are doing a lot in 
that department these days.”

Dominika Bettman,
CEO of Siemens in Poland

“Today, Germany, which has relied on its in-
dustry for many years, faces strong compe-
tition from the US and China. What we need 
is systemic action to spur a cultural change. 
Until now, German engineers, reputed to 
always aim for perfection, never imagined 
they could co-create the product together 
with the customer. Today, this is changing 
thanks to education. Excellence in all pro-
cesses, not just in the final product – this is 
what makes one truly competitive.”

Uri Eliabayev,
AI Consultant

“In Israel, we bet on research. Every large 
university has a robust machine-lear-
ning research team. There is a very strong 
community that deals with these issues. I 
cooperate with 45,000 people involved 
in various debates and projects. This is 
important on all levels, including the 
government.”

Aron Gereben,
economist at the European Investment Bank

“We surveyed 1,700 businesses from the se-
rvice and production sectors in Europe and 
the US to find out their level of digitisation. 
Digitisation was shown to boost company 
performance indicators. Companies repor-
ted that their sales had increased by 10 
percent on average and digitisation had 
helped boost their profits. The same enti-
ties invested greater resources in research 
and development. Businesses which have 
successfully undergone digitisation are be-
coming market leaders. We also asked abo-
ut the obstacles to the transition to digital 
solutions. It is difficult to find people with 
relevant skills.”

Mark Loughran,
General Manager at Microsoft Poland

“Artificial Intelligence is growing thanks to 
the availability of huge volumes of data and 
practically unlimited computing power. We 
already have all the ingredients necessary 
to bring AI into widespread use; whether we 
tap them is only a matter of will.

Societies and governments need to de-
cide how much data they wish to disclose 
and then trust the algorithms. AI holds a 
particular promise for medicine and heal-
thcare, but these particular domains tend 
to handle extremely sensitive data. There 
are other fields, such as agriculture, that are 
much less controversial in this sense. What 
we need to do is balance personal data sha-
ring with data protection.”
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Jarosław Gowin,
Deputy Prime Minister, Minister  

of Science and Higher Education, Poland

“Even in a world so steeped in technology, 
success is still decided by skills, and skills 
are often difficult to learn through formal 
education. This will continue to be true in 
a world heavily supported by robots and 
other AI-based solutions.”

Mirosław Mirosławski,
Vice-President of ABB Sp. z o.o.

“We use certain concepts rather freely and 
interchangeably. We talk about automa-
tion, a moment later about robotics, then 
about artificial intelligence. Everyone un-
derstands these ideas in a slightly different 
way.

It’s not like we’re going to hear a knock 
on the door one day, look out to see a ro-
bot rather than a mailman, and exclaim: 
“Honey, robotisation has begun!”. We are 
already inside the process, robotisation and 
automation have been underway for many 
years, they have affected our labour market, 
our education and the way we do business.”

Sanjay Samaddar,
Vice-President of ArcelorMittal

“Automation and robotisation will reduce 
employment in sectors that require simple, 
repetitive tasks. This means we’ll face the 
challenge of retraining workers who will be 
put out of their jobs. We must raise their 
qualifications to make sure they can per-
form more creative tasks. This is the chal-
lenge we are facing.”

Chip Espinoza,
labour market expert

“Technological progress is meant to make 
our life better. As for threats, I don’t think 
it poses any. Technology is not a threat to 
mankind. We are really benefiting from the 
changes underway.”

Adam Góral,
CEO of Asseco Poland

“The encounter between this older genera-
tion of IT specialists and younger people, 
if not handled properly, can make us lose 
young talent. We have a solution to this 
problem. Everything we do today with the 
youngest people, with the IT specialists 
that have grown up exclusively in a cloud 
environment, we do by placing the teams 
side by side. Because putting a modern 
team inside an existing team would make 
us lose the modern element.”

D I G I T I S AT I O N ,  N E W  T E C H N O L O G I E S
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E N E R G Y  T R A N S F O R M AT I O N

Piotr Naimski,
Government Plenipotentiary for Strategic 

Energy Infrastructure, Secretary of State, 

Prime Minister’s Chancellery, Poland

“An important project is not to create a so-
-called ‘gas hub in Poland’, but to diversify 
our gas sources and supply routes, so as to 
ensure energy security. This strategic pro-
ject comprises several specific investments.

We are talking about the Baltic Pipe, 
the expansion of the Świnoujście gas port 
and the Polish gas transmission system. It 
is already underway. If we carry out these 
investments and build interconnectors that 
will link us up to Slovakian, Lithuanian, 
Ukrainian, and Czech networks, we will fi-
nally have the infrastructure needed to turn 
Poland into a centre for gas transactions, 
commonly known as a hub.”

Georgette Mosbacher,
US Ambassador to Poland

“The US is a leader in delivering cheap and 
secure energy to its citizens; at the same 
time, we are focused on cutting CO2 emis-
sions... We want to support Poland in its 
striving to boost economic growth, impro-
ve energy security, and, at the same time, 
ensure environmental protection... The US 
will never use energy to force nations to 
take any action.”

Maciej Stryjecki
from the Foundation for Sustainable Energy

emphasised that we should analyse various 
possible directions for the development 
of wind energy and consider factors such 
as social conflicts and logistics. These 
parameters must be compared with each 
other. The problems will be compounded 
by investment risk, as well as periods of 
waiting for a new bill or supply chain. Of-
fshore wind farms must be built from Po-
lish components, but is the industry ready 
for that? We are talking about thousands of 
wind turbines; this requires human resour-
ces, for example 70,000-80,000 new jobs. 
We need to find these people, this will take 
time.

Mirosław Klepacki,
President, Managing Director,  

Apator Group

“By 2026, we are supposed to have 80% of 
remote meters installed in the network. We 
are talking about 12 million devices. This is 
a great opportunity. For now, however, the 
group relies on deliveries to state-owned 
enterprises and state policy does not sup-
port the use of these technologies... All talk 
of a serious approach to renewable energy 
and dispersed generation is just lip service. 
Everything is progressing at a snail’s pace. 
So we have designed cheap products. That’s 
our response to the aggression of Asian ma-
nufacturers. Ambitious designs have been 
put on the back burner.”
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Robert Zduńczyk
from the Poland-East Africa  

Economic Foundation

“Just like in any other business project, at 
first we come up against difficulties. If we 
know how to manage them well, identify 
risks, take our time and try to acquire know-
ledge, we will be fine. Of course, in Africa, 
some things take longer (...).

What matters when doing business on 
the continent is that we don’t just carry 
out a given project, but also cooperate with 
local communities to help them grow and 
acquire new skills. In Africa, you need to 
combine your own business goals with lo-
cal objectives. By developing your business, 
you can also shape the future over there. 
Economic objectives are not everything. 
Doing business in Africa is more than Excel 
sheet management.”

Tony Housh,
Chairman of the Board of Directors.  

American Chamber of Commerce  

in Poland (AmCham)

“There are no two other regions in the 
world that are as closely connected poli-
tically, economically and militarily, as Eu-
rope and North America. The two markets 
together account for half of total global 
consumption.”

Adam Krzanowski, 
Co-owner and CEO at Nowy Styl Group

“The choice of direction for foreign expan-
sion depends on many factors, such as the 
nature of the product or service, manage-
ment skills and the business model. We 
estimate the potential of the European 
market in our sector to equal 8 billion euro; 
that’s enough from our perspective. 10% is 
within our reach (...).

Acquisition requires knowing how to 
manage international structures and tap 
the effects of scale, knowing what to do 
locally and what to centralise. We need 
competent management staff. We sell our 
products in Europe under our own brands, 
as a French company in France and a Ger-
man company in Germany. It is worth being 
a local producer, because this brings you 
closer to the customer.”

E X P O R T  A N D  E X PA N S I O N

Daniel Janusz,
President of the Board at Feerum

“The fact that we’ve entered Africa ‘physi-
cally’, that we enjoy a presence there, is a hi-
storic opportunity. Africa is a huge market 
with an immense demographic potential. 
Not many people know that today many 
countries across the continent struggle not 
with food production, but storage. In the 
African climate, without appropriate sto-
rage infrastructure, 40-50 percent of the 
harvest goes off.

We maintain control over our product 
throughout the entire process of produc-
tion and use. Although we have invested in 
our own construction company, we also hire 
African subcontractors, and we are happy 
with the cooperation.

I encourage Polish entrepreneurs to de-
sign their own products. Polish business 
should not feed on crumbs from the table, 
but reach for the main course.”
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Rokas Masiulis,
Minister of Transport and Communication, 

Lithuania

“When I travel by plane, it always makes me 
happy to look down at the infrastructure in 
our corner of Europe and see how much it 
has changed. But our country is still buil-
ding and reforming its transport infrastruc-
ture, which needs to be reoriented from 
east to west. In this context, projects like 
Via Baltica are of key importance.

In the meantime, life does not stand still 
and new issues crop up, such as the new 
land connection to China, or Via Arctica. 
For this reason, it is also essential that we 
expand our port infrastructure.”

Tālis Linkaits,
Minister of Transport, Latvia

“We have good airline connections and tha-
t’s practically our only link to Central and 
Western Europe. However, we want to chan-
ge our peripheral status and this is why Via 
Baltica is really important for us.

Let us keep in mind that the develop-
ment potential of transport is also an op-
portunity to make our economy more com-
petitive. We consider every infrastructure 
investment as an economic asset, a chance 
to deliver our products to new markets and 
establish new trade relations.”

Andrzej Adamczyk,
Minister of Infrastructure, Poland

“Poland today is a huge construction site. I 
am convinced that the times of uncertainty 
are over. There are no empty files, empty 
closets, but we have documents we can put 
on the table and get on with our tasks. More 
challenges are in store, but we’ll be meeting 
them in a predictable environment.”

I N V E S T M E N T S ,  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E ,  M E T R O P O L I S E S
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Grzegorz Tobiszowski,
Deputy Minister of Energy, Poland

“Mining regions across Europe are facing 
huge transformational challenges; they 
need to re-cultivate and revitalise post-
-industrial areas, while guaranteeing fair 
social transformation. The Polish govern-
ment believes mining regions should take 
on a new character. As they tackle energy 
challenges, they must gradually become 
hubs of modern technology.”

Petra Ponevács-Pana,
Undersecretary of State for Investment at 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, 

Hungary

“Everything started in 2011 when the Euro-
pean Union began to draft its transport po-
licy. This is when targets such as a threefold 
increase in the density of rail lines in our 
part of Europe were established.

We are proud of the cooperation focu-
sed, for instance, on connecting the four 
capitals of the Visegrad Quadrilateral by 
a fast rail network. It does not escape our 
attention, however, how overloaded the 
main transport corridors are in our region: 
I am referring to routes such as the Baltic-
-Adriatic or the Danubian Corridor. These 
bottlenecks need to be unblocked.”
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